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Fruehauf’s legacy in trucking
Bryan Levernier’s 1976 Peterbilt Patriot

APUBLICATION OF THE AMERICAN TRUCK MISTORMAL SOCIRTY
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WiTes by Bty A Frovtad and Darteve Narwan, e
book “Ymgeng Wheeh Augurt fruehu and e Moy
of 2 Fractant Trader Company™ i being wold twough
ATSS for 309 95 For nformation, ol (R14) 5919900

uth Ann Frochaef wal f:t:.‘,‘. Years
old when hor tarher died In 1965
[hroughout her life, though, she
retaiacd vivid semorios of the charia
mat o successial Detrodr businessman
whose company had transiormed the
American trucking indastry
Frochau! had o recondile those
memories with {act in the book “Naging
Wheels August Fruchau! sad the Hatory
of the Fruchaul Trailer Company” Co
ul!h--'c -f ‘Aﬂ.‘ﬂ hl'-'.--".'-' Aariene Noeman
the book was released lavt vear 10 cotncnde
with the 1914 centennial of her grandis
ther s inversion of the sem tratler
A the turs of the 20th contusy Augent
Fruchau! began tramdocming the wagoss
pullt o his 15508 Detroit tacksmith shep
the kind :n”r.l by Sour-legped horse
powes into what he called “semu
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tratlers” for those spstart motor trucks
Rov Frachastf, Rath Ans’s father and

the youtagest of four sons of Aogust and

his wite Lowlsa, emered the family bus

e 40 B 19530 A stursl born |4:\o

mas, Roy helped badld Fruchasd iato
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the nations el st EFAleT IMans alures
before the company disappeazed 1900 bank
rupesy in g v

.;l'? mdh of the 194900 and S, Roy ansd his
wife Rath monved &t '”L:.f."l |7\':|| !"r‘

Aildren. Bath Ann and her two odder deothens

were educated in private schools an d sttended
10 by servants, Incloding 2 Scotiad hovusek P

er. 2 butler, and & chaufieus

Much of that life disasgpeared aller Koy died

in 1964, the result of & 183, Stll, Reth Ann
\1 -

graduated from Michigan prep schools s

American Unitversity i Paris. and made 2
carcet in Aoe art sales and markeling
".»"l\-"l‘- irairn
Fruchau! says her expertine as 4 understand
(g of expenive works of arn and

who can atford them gave her "an awarcness

abomgt people and poser AD AW
|

!:::;\.‘. her gaderstand the man who wis O

his spccem when Ann was born

peak of

annd who alwavy seemacd larger than lifk
As she grew o aduhood, Kath Ann
encountered her father s intends, Dusiness a8
.
rcles from

SOOI s .'»'né CONEARUES 105 SO 0 &

New York 10 Palm Deach, Parn 1o Lond
1hese .'- ole he ,‘\-' her Bl in e AP In Qcy

hev] would caabusiastically mapound
Ve y ‘;6‘1.' s1Ory of his P;'.’."l"-u‘ bory ‘I"
P'. MNCSS e LT A ALY MLODETS, 2

repretalion ds an All-0%t gex d guy with a grest

senise of humoe,” she notes

Tiroe and time apan Kath Ann would be
iked LTI ek Mo W hatever "‘l"‘ s
0 e Frochau! Trather Lomgany

She began 1o look 1or answers 10 Bhat ques

tion ader her mother died in 1997, Ruth Ans

» w ot A-“‘,-,,([.I MWInr of Kow
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Froacthaa! s IO o] 2z ";nlllf&l;"‘\:';

photographs, scrapdoks, and Cormespx ndende
om YAty oFf hisiowr o !l}.. el 1 otferey

;ilr'f‘-\ sl both her Fahers ¢ and the
Frouchaa! Tratler Company

1 never Anew what 14 find.” Rath Ang sl
the Deteoit News In 2004, "ber T knew that |
1ida't want [the pepers] 10 be destroved, Tves

so often. T would ook at them and [IDA & it

from Bk bard Nixon o a phosographs, ugned
of Presadent Liv oy
She adda, "] was amazed o discover how
’JJ:\ enMmcalss my 2‘“""‘ "Zg Wis'n y OUT
oountsv'e Bastogy in the [ 990 through 1he
.‘V-"o,-
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Somic of that history was scandaloes. Bow

Frochauf was investigatod in 1957 by a Senale

COMMEes WOSINE 1IN0 SeaMSSers s -'(..:(..'vn

he was indicted a2d 1n3ed on charpes that Al

brbed then - Teameters president Dave Beck
wWhHO Wis Qonvicnad of tas evasioe

th Ann Froesaut alfrost

«0 RS ST, CONITx

famdly's Dstory Seit o little Like opening Pan

dora’s bax: who knew what dark famdy secrels

sh migit ina!

Tramspertation revelstion

he Fruchaa! story St s reinies O

the trucking indotry, bepes i 1914 &2 De

Mich

tron when a local lumber baron strode

into August Frochea! s Mackamith shop.
he lumber dealer, Frodenic M, Sibey N¢

pecded 20 move aa 135001 salbont 30 his s

mer lake 2ome. As it would take davy 20 move

the ot by horwe )u’a"." SiMey ke

Frochauf to rig up 2 device that could ook

oo his Mode Ford roadster

Afler & few dass of p Fruehau! and

ERing

his partner Otlo Neumann peoposed cutling

off O tl).‘ of the roadstier then atzach R 3

cospling to the frame 2o poll 2 20-8 flatbed
traller. When Henry Food was told of the plan

he canceded the roadster’s warranty, Bt this
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“semi-trader. 2 Fruehasf called 2in |

changed not oady the 1ocus of his Company

also revolstioniced "J‘\;‘ clalior

After the bout was Setvered, Sidey commas

soned 2 Alrosger tratler Lo wie in Ris Rumbesr

vasd. “He baured that be woedd wve man
hours and borse feed thes making trips moee

cthoient,” note the authors of Singing Wheels
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2 oee trablers tollosmed. 1o De
pulied by lasger treck tractosy instead of
impeovised awtomobiles. Recognizing Sibley's
technical advamage, his competiton rahed
catch wp
By the next vear Fruehaa! had recemved

22 000 in ondens for his semi-traders, thanks

largely 10 advertisements In newspapers and

A Ira

meee than & caa

magsrincs that carsied the message

1 1 |
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Fruchau! Bized a fell-time engincer, and by

16 Nis Company was producing '.‘il--"-r'xn'

. g

walers two wheel, seml. and foar.wheel WS
more orders comsing in than could be peeduced
0 the Macksmish hop. I'ruchanf dooght haed

N7

atnd bradlt & new plam

PFroedand Tratler Company was Incoeporal-

&8 1hat same vear, with \'.l' T :'!. n.‘(n: hu

wite Lomtaa an vice prosident; thoe won Harvey

g\lf(.\.'q')’oéin.il' AN 4‘.|£ Nvumas

& factory muanagcr
August tasght them the eccaNished tradl

vhonts of men who worked with their hands and

Sollowed the Fruchssf creed: Tho a RUOS s

PUL evervEng Into & of AETVAS At wawh

take pride in your work wihether you

AZaduy

S0t pasd for it of oot she authors write
Althowgh others were budding versoons
of trablers during this time, the book notes

Jdod }‘l',! an U, Farr 1ihe DRtH win

hitch) and Charles B Martin (the rocking %)

wheel ). Fruehaut continoed Introducing new

peodudts throughout the 19205 van trallers

hvdrache lift gates, casryalls, and refriges

el trallers

By 1926, Augusts soas Harvey, Marry, and

inced dm in e besiness, Sales »oon

urewssed e milbon -dollar mark, and by the

ond of the de

ade Yroehas! had dustridator

ships across the country
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i UK Row Freehaut and other tamily mem
bers retained control of the company. still more
rouldes lav ahead

In the late 19508 Roy Fruchan! wans inves
tgated by a Senate committee looking Into
sion correption. Dave Beck, then-peesadent
of the Teamsters, was conviceed of 1ax eva
svorn; Kow Froehauf was iadicted and tiied oo
charges that he had bribed Beck

Fruchau! Tratler Compaty had 16 plants
and 48 Sutribemorshiips 708 the country, “wo
there wis heen imlerest in the trial ol over,”
wid Ruth Ann Frechast

Lowis Naret, the nation's most famous de
fense lawver at the time, repeeserted Roy Frue
haaf Albough he was not convicred, Froehandt
wepped down from his company’s preudency
i 1957 and resigned as its Chalrman i 1963
T'wo vears lates, he was dead from a fs

K “,M:ub e deaths of deoabhers Harry in

9.2 and Andrew and Row in 1985, the Frue
havaf Trailer Company ceased 20 be a tamidy
owned-and-managed corporation

AN audit w e Totemal Revenee Service In
1969 led %0 an indactment against Fruchsa! s
management six vears later by the US lustice
Department. Top exocetives Willlam Geace
and Bodert Rowan were tried and found guiiny
of tax evaaion and & CAPTACY; Grace eveste
ally WO o "-'l'..n'

Fruchau! ' stock became vulaerable 2o
outside buvers. Another hostile takeover was
aticmpted inn 1989 by Aaber Edcimas, 3 Wall
Street raider. Frochau! won this batthe 33 we
bul was left Crippled and $1.4 Nllion in dede

"Iy then Fruehssf was o ASINE & Come nod
ity trailer not that ssuch Sferent (roe anryose
ehie’s” noted 3 1998 Forbes report “15¢ tradler
eperation and some retall branches were seld
but market share comtunned 10 plumemet Wit
the sale 10 Wabah [ Trucking |, Frochsut s
bondbolders may d¢ made whole, but 2 once
great comparny has gone 1o the graveyand”

-

On Oct. 7, 1996, Pruchau! Tratler Company

Sled for bankrupacy under Chagter 11 Wabash
Trucking sad fowader Domadd | "lerry™ Eriih
pought the Fruchau! sasse and other assets for

S :Au.’.

A trucking lasider spocolated thar Wabath

AMERIL AN " e e X Y | s

was primaniy interestod in the 40 or more dis-
tribuation Jocarions 2 Froehsf owned” the
ook potes, “Wabaahs eventuely cosned prodes
thos of produects carryeg the Frochaaf labd”
Although Fraehauf tratlers continue to Be
badlt in other countries, o the United States
the Fruchauf same “will continue W echio
through the wemmories of Dusiness feaders, ol
time track drivens who hold 3 reverence foe

history and foe a quality prodect that erig

nated i 3 hlackamnth shop in old-tomn Detecet

100 vears mpo. writes Ruth Ass Fruchaul

Phein 129-page soft cover book 1 2 fascina
ing account of the rise and 1all of e Frachau!
Trader Company. Ruth Ana Frechau! con

fronted the demons of der family htory head-

(44

om to produce 4 tale of innovation sad pros-
peray maived with family &scord and scandal
A rexident of Mariposa, Calif, Fruchasd
recently oined the American Truck Hbtorkal
Socicty. She aho started the Fruchau! Tradles
Historiond Society, with a webste (www singisg
whevlccom) and » traveling cahubit contaning
Fruchau! mesoradilia and archival materials
I'wo moee books are plananed for 2015, ¢

Stormy Wl (itormrp@athe org ) 1 editer of
Wheels of Thme

Rty A Mrastesd
wid o Yaveiow
e T
he Fraehond Trake
Hadorw ol Sou oty
Frachond Nas co
srortd 3 dook sbood
b Lamdy and the
hevory of 2ws won
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